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Introduction

• 1 in 6 or 16.5 % NHS staff in England of 
non-British nationals

• From 200  nationalities

Making it to the Registers

Documenting Migrant Carers’ Experiences of Registration 
and Fitness to Practise



Methodology
• Archival Research

• Ministry of Health (The National Archives);

• Trade unions (BMA and Medical Practitioners’ Union), and professional 
associations (RCP and RCN);

• Scholars working on healthcare regulators (Margaret Stacey);

• Advocates helping to find work/placement for refugees - Esther 
Simpson, Yvonne Kapp (Trades Union Congress);

• Campaigning organisations (Socialist Medical Association) and 
organisations assisting refugees to find work (Society for the Protection 
of Science and Learning and British Federation of University Women);

• Jewish refugee medical professionals (Wiener Holocaust Library, 
RCP’s Voices of Medicine project, and Medical Sciences Video Archive, 
Oxford Brookes); and

• Refugee and immigrant physicians (RCP Archives) and nurses (RCN 
Archives).

• Qualitative interviews with health professionals

• Stakeholder interviews (regulators, professional associations, 
activists)

• Digital archive of community stories

• Digital collection of objects that signify registration for 
overseas health professionals in the UK



Before the War

Source: The National Archive HO 213/251 



During the War

Source: TNA HO 213/262



Post-War

Medical Practitioners and Pharmacists Act 1947

• Introduced to enable qualified overseas medical 
practitioners and pharmacists with non-British 
qualification to secure permanent registration.

- Commonwealth or foreign practitioners who rendered 
satisfactory service in a medical capacity 
o Including doctors who came under the Polish Resettlement 

Scheme and Graduates of the Polish School of Medicine, 
Edinburgh

- Persons who served in any medical capacity in HM 
Forces overseas (including Dominion forces, Indian 
forces and Burma forces)

- Other qualified persons in the UK in war 
circumstances, who before 4 Aug 1947 had been 
permitted to enter, or to remain in the UK owing to 
war circumstances



Contemporary 
impact  &

'Safer care for all'



Conclusion

https://makingregisters.leeds.ac.uk

https://makingregisters.leeds.ac.uk/
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